Apoptotic primary normal human dermal fibroblasts for in vitro models of fibrosis.
Recent studies show that apoptosis affects surrounding tissue, playing a role in diseases such as fibrosis, a significant global disease burden. Elucidating the mechanisms by which the different apoptotic cells present during fibrotic wound healing affect their environment would enable development of new therapies. We describe here a simple, rapid, and cost-effective method for inducing apoptosis of primary normal human dermal fibroblasts without affecting the overall cell viability of the population. Such population could be used for in vitro models of fibrotic wound healing in co-culture with other cells involved in this process to study events such as apoptosis-induced proliferation.